1 See Osman Yahia, Histoire et classification de l'oeuvre d'Ibn 'Arabì (Damascus, 1964), pp. 359-60, Répertoire général, no. 412 . The Arabic title should be translated something like: "The Station of Stations, [which is] the Fahwànìya" (on the latter neologism, see below, at nn. 24sq.). The book was briefly discussed by Michel Chodkiewicz in An Ocean Without Shore (cited at n. 11, below), where its importance and the rationale of its structure were duly noted. 
  
The Manzil al-manàzil is an engaging but, at first sight, particularly forbidding book, peculiarly 'involved' in the structure of its bewildering labyrinthine litanies, and almost unreadable in the form encountered in manuscripts. In the present edition this obstacle has been greatly reduced by the carefully coordinated paragraphing of its general format, but the Manzil remains a rather challenging piece of work. Histoire, p. 360. 7 That is, to certify the text he had copied. Previously, however, Ibn al-'Arabì had dictated the contents to the copyist, who, then, wrote in the colophon: sami'tu . . . 'alá mun"i"i-hi (I heard/learned from its author).
8 See Claude Addas, Quest for the Red Sulphur (Cambridge, 1993) , pp. 224-25 at n. 40, who cites Ibn al-'Arabì's still unedited K. Natà"i< al-a≈kàr for this datum. As the Natà"i< was composed sometime after 631/1234, then "ams al-Dìn Mu˙ammad was not necessarily Ibn al-'Arabì's son-in-law at the time he studied the Manzil, however; nor is it likely, since he presumably married the "ay¢'s daughter, Zaynab, who probably was born around 605/1208 (see my article, "The Bùlàq Dìwàn of Ibn al- 'Arabì," JAL, 29 [1998], pp. 145 and 152) , and, so, would only have been about thirteen years old at the time. As Addas notes (see Quest, p. 224), "ams al-Dìn Mu˙ammad is first mentioned in a samà' issued in Malatya, Anatolia (where Zaynab was probably raised), and thereafter he seems to have followed the "ay¢ when he moved to Syria (later to be joined by his family). But it may well be probable that Ibn al-'Arabì was actually following his future son-in-law to Damascus since, from the latter's name as given in the Manzil colophon, it would appear that he was a scion of none less than al-Malik al-Mu'aΩΩam 'Ìsá, a nephew of the great Anti-crusader, Íalà˙al-Dìn, and Ayyùbid ruler of the Syrian capital from 615/1218 to 624/1227 (cf. n. 35, below). Such an auspicious marriage would certainly help to account for Ibn al-'Arabì's very secure political situation in Damascus from 620/1223 until his death seventeen years later.
9 Vol. III, pp. 110-51, of Yahia's revised edition (Cairo, 1972-) ; vol. I, pp. 171-80, of the Cairo, 1911 edn.
